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Tone 4 Eothinon 7 

hat is a merciful heart? 

It is a heart that burns 

with love for the whole 

creation—for men, for birds, for 

beasts, for demons and for every 

creature. (St. Isaac the Syrian) 

Christmas music is filling the air. In eve-

ry home there is a Christmas tree; 

some are real and some are plastic. 

Lights of every color are glittering in 

windows, shops, bars and even the dis-

cos. Some people are selling, some are 

buying, some are eating, some are 

drinking and some are starving to 

death. 

I put a "Do Not Disturb" sign on my door 

because Christmas Eve is a very spe-

cial and private time to me. I want to be 

alone in order to embrace all men and 

love all things. In the depths of my 

aloneness, the past, the present and 

the future become one single moment. 

In the depths of my aloneness I experi-

ence that boundless love which encom-

passes the whole creation. I am alone 

on Christmas Eve but not lonely, be-

cause in Christ Jesus there is no loneli-

ness and there is no separation. The 

walls are destroyed and the barriers are 

no more. The Child of the manger has 

reconciled everything to Himself; 

SUNDAY BEFORE NATIVITY OF CHRIST  

ON THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
+ Metropolitan Philip 

December 24, 2023  

Continued on page 2 

W 



  2 

 

henceforth, there is no race, no color, 

no conflict and no hatred; in Him there 

is "a new heaven and a new earth." 

Christmas Eve, to me, is a time for re-

flection. The year is slowly sinking into 

the ocean of eternity, and in my reflec-

tion there are painful questions: Did I 

love Him enough? Did I serve Him 

enough? Did I suffer 

enough? Did I forgive 

enough? How many 

tears did I dry? How 

many wounds did I bind? 

Was I faithful to Him who 

loved me beyond meas-

ure? How loving and 

compassionate is God, 

that despite my sinful-

ness and unworthiness, 

He "became flesh and 

dwelt amongst us." What 

an unfathomable condescension that 

He assumed our nature in order to 

make us par-takers of His nature. De-

spite His Incarnation, He will always re-

main incognito in this world if we don't 

care for each other. But do we really 

care? Have we seen the starving chil-

dren on our television screens? Have 

we ever seen so much despair, so 

much misery and so much helpless-

ness? These are our brothers and sis-

ters, His brothers and sisters. How sad 

it is that we do not see the tragedy un-

less it is projected for us on the screen! 

Tonight the Body and Blood of this ten-

der Child will touch millions of lips 

throughout this troubled world. This di-

vine touch will make us Christlike if we 

care and respond to 

His love. To be 

Christlike, we must 

be born with Him in 

the manger, crucified 

with Him on the 

Cross and resurrect-

ed with Him from the 

dead. The manger, 

the Cross, and the 

empty tomb—these 

are one single event 

which sums up the 

entire history of salvation. 

It is Christmas Eve, and another year is 

about to dawn on us. Let Your light 

shine upon us so that we may see a 

new vision, sing a new song and dream 

a new dream. And if we live to celebrate 

another Christmas, give us courage to 

love You more, serve You more and 

worship You more "in spirit and in truth." 

Continued from page1 
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RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION 

IN TONE 4 

Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from 

the angel the women disciples of the Lord cast from them their 

parental condemnation. And proudly broke the news to the 

Disciples, saying: Death hath been spoiled; Christ God is 

risen, granting the world Great Mercy. 

 

APOLYTIKION OF SUNDAY BEFORE THE 

NATIVITY IN TONE 2  

Thou hast justified by faith the ancient Forefathers, and 

through them Thou hast gone before and betrothed unto 

Thyself the Church of the Gentiles. Let the saints, therefore, 

take pride in glory; for from their seed sprouted forth a noble 

fruit, and it was she who gave birth to Thee without seed. 

Wherefore, by their pleadings, O Christ God, save our souls. 

 

APOLYTIKION OF THE PARAMON OF THE 

NATIVITY IN TONE FOUR 

(**Joseph was amazed**) 

As the fruit of David’s seed, Mary was registered of old * 

with the Elder Joseph in the small town of Bethlehem, * 

when she conceived with a seedless and pure conception. 

* Behold, the time was come that she should bear her 

Child, * but no place was found within the inn for them; * 

yet the cave proved a delightful palace * for the pure Lady 

and Queen of all. * For Christ is born now to raise the 

image that had fallen aforetime. 

 

TROPARION OF ST GEORGE 
IN TONE 4  

As the deliverer of captives and the protector of the 

poor, as the physician of the feeble and combatant of 

kings, holy champion and great martyr George, 

intercede with Christ our God to save our souls. 

 

KONTAKION OF PREPARATION OF CHRIST’S NATIVITY 

IN TONE 3 

(**The original melody**) 

On this day the Virgin cometh to the cave to give birth to * 

God the Word ineffably, * Who was before all the ages. * 

Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing * the gladsome tidings; * 

with the Angels and the shepherds now glorify Him * Who is 

willing to be gazed on * as a young Child Who * before the 

ages is God. 

 أبوليتيكيون القيامة باللحنِ الرابِع 

إنَّ تِلْميذاتِ الرَّبِ  تَعَلَّمْنَ مِنَ المَلاكِ الكَرْزَ بالقيامَةِ 
، وخاطَبْنَ الرُّسُلَ مُفْتَخِراتٍ  يَّ البَهِج، وطَرَحْنَ القَضاءَ الجَدِ 
وقائِلاتٍ: سُبِيَ المَوْتُ وقامَ المَسيحُ الإلهُ، ومَنَحَ العالَمَ 

 الرَّحْمَةَ العُظْمى.

 أبوليتيكيون الأحد قبلَ عيدِ الميلاد باللحنِ الثاني

يسينَ قَدِ  عَظيمَةٌ هِيَ أفْعالُ الإيمانِ، لأنَّ الفِتْيَةَ الثلاثَةَ القِدِ 
ابْتَهَجُوا في يَنبوعِ اللهيبِ كأنَّهُمْ على ماءِ الرَّاحة، والنَّبِيُّ 
باعِ كأنَّهُمْ غَنَم، فَبِتَضَرُّعِهِمْ أيُّها  دانِيالُ ظَهَرَ راعِياً لِلْسِ 

 المَسيحُ الإلهُ خَلِ صْ نُفوسَنا.

 أبوليتيكيون بارامون عيدِ الميلاد باللحْنِ الرابع
يْخِ فِي بَيْتَ  فِي ذلِكَ الوَقْت، كُتِبَتْ مَرْيَمُ مَعَ يُوسُف الش 
لَحم، بِما أنَّها مِنْ زَرْعِ داوُد، وَكانَت حامِلَةً الحَمَلَ الَّذِي 
بِغَيْرِ زَرْعٍ. فَلَم ا حانَ وَقْتُ الوِلادَةِ وَلَمْ يَكُنْ لَهُما مَكانٌ فِي 
القَرْيَة، ظَهَرَتِ المَغارَةُ لِلْمَلِكَة، كَبَلاطٍ مُطْرِبٍ. المَسِيحُ 

 يُولَدُ مُنْهِضًا الصُورَةَ الَّتِي سَقَطَتْ مُنْذُ القَدِيم.

 طروبارية القديس جاورجيوس باللحنِ الرابع
بما أنك للمأسورين محرر ومعتق وللفقراء والمساكين 
عاضد وناصر وللمرضى طبيب وشاف وعن المؤمنين 
مكافح ومحارب أيها العظيم في الشهداء جاورجيوس 

 اللابس تشفع إلى المسيح الإله في خلاص نفوسنا.

 قِنداق تَقْدمَة المِيلاد باللحنِ الثَالث
اليومَ العَذْراءُ تَأْتي إلى المَغارَةِ لِتَلِدَ الكَلِمَةَ الذي قَبْلَ 
رُ ولا يُنْطَقُ بِها، فَافْرَحِي أيَّتُها  هُورِ، وِلادَةً لا تُفَسَّ الدُّ
دي مَعَ المَلائِكَةِ والرُّعاةِ، الذي  المَسْكونَةُ إذا سَمِعْتِ، ومَجِ 
هُور.  سَيَظْهَرُ بِمَشيئَتِهِ طِفْلًا جَديداً وهُو إلهُنا الذي قَبْلَ الدُّ
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 الرسالة
 مُبارَكٌ أنتَ يا ربُّ إلهَ آبائنا.

 لأنكَ عَدْلٌ في كُلِ  ما صنَعْتَ بِنَا.

يسِ بولُسَ الرَّسولِ إلى العِبْرانِيين   رِسالةِ القِد 
يا إخْوَةُ، بالإيمانِ نَزَلَ إبْراهيمُ في أرْضِ الميعادِ نُزولَههُ فهي 
أرْضٍ غَههريههبههةٍ، وسَههكَههنَ فههي خِههيههامٍ مَههعَ اسَههحَههقَ ويَههعْههقههوبَ 
الهوارثهَيْهنِ مهعَههُ لهلهمهوْعِهدِ بِهعَهيْهنِههِ. لأنَّههُ انْهتهَظَهرَ الهمَهديهنهةَ ذاتَ 
الُأسُسِ التي اُلله صانِعُها وبارئُها. ومهاذا أقهولُ أيْضهاًن إنَّههُ 
يَضههيههقُ بِههيَ الههوَقْههتُ إنْ أخْههبَههرْتُ عَههنْ جِههدْعَههوْنَ، وبههاراَ ، 
وشَمْشونَ، ويَهفْهتهاَ ، وداودَ، وصَهمهوئهيهلَ، والأنهبهيهاءِ، الهذيهنَ 
، ونهالُهوا الهمهواعِههدَ،  بهالإيهمهانِ قَههَهرُوا الهمَهمههالِهكَ، وعَههمَهلُهوا الهبِهرَّ
ةَ الههنهارِ، ونَهجَههوْا مِههنْ حَههدِ   وا أَفْههوااَ الُأسههود. وأَطْههفَهأوا حِهدَّ وسَهدُّ
اءَ فهي الهحَهرْبِ،  وا مِنْ ضُهعْهفٍ، وصهاروا أَشِهد  يْفِ، وتَقَوَّ السَّ
وكَسَههرُوا مُههعَههسْههكَههراتِ الأجههانِههبِ، وأَخَههذَتْ نِسههاءٌ أَمْههواتهَههُههنَّ 
هرْبِ، ولهمْ  بقِيهامهة. وعُهذِ بَ وخهرونَ بِهتهَوْتهيهرِ الَأعْضهاءِ والضَّ
يَقْبَلُوا بالنَجاةِ ليَحْصَلُوا على قِهيهامهةٍ أفْضَهل. ووخَهرونَ ذاقهوا 
هجْهنَ. ورُجِهمُهوا، ونُشِهروا،  الهُزْءَ، والجَلْدَ، والهقُهيهودَ أيضهاً والسِ 
ههيههفِ، وسههاحُههوا فههي جُههلههودِ غَههنَههمٍ  وامههتهُهحِههنههوا، ومَههاتههوا بِههحَههدِ  السَّ

ولَهم يهكُهنِ —ومَعِزٍ، وهُمْ مُعْهوَزون مُضهايَهقهونَ مَهجْهههودونَ  
ههاً لَهههُههم  وكههانههوا تههائِهههههيههنَ فههي الههبَههراري،   —الههعههالَههمُ مُسههتهَهحِههق 

والههجِهههبهههالِ، والهههمَهههغهههاوِرِ، وكُهههههههوفِ الأرضِ. فَهههههههؤلاءِ كُهههلُّههههُهههمْ 
مَشْهوداً لَههُهمْ بهالإيهمهانِ، لَهم يَهنهالُهوا الهمَهواعِهدَ، لأنَّ اَلله سَهبَهقَ 

 فَنَظَرَ لَنَا شيئاً أفضَلَ، أنْ لا يَكْمَلُوا بدونِنا. 

The Epistle 

Blessed art Thou, O Lord, the God of our Fathers. 

For Thou art just in all that Thou hast done for us. 

The Reading from the Epistle of 

St. Paul to the Hebrews 

Brethren, by faith Abraham sojourned in 

the land of promise, as in a foreign land, 

living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs 

with him of the same promise. For he 

looked forward to the city which has 

foundations, whose builder and maker is 

God. And what more shall I say? For time 

would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, 

Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel 

and the prophets—who through faith 

conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, 

received promises, stopped the mouths 

of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped 

the edge of the sword, won strength out 

of weakness, became mighty in war, and 

put foreign armies to flight. Women 

received their dead by resurrection. 

Some were tortured, refusing to accept 

release, so that they might rise again to a 

better life. Others suffered mocking and 

scourging, and even chains and 

imprisonment. They were stoned, they 

were sawn in two, they were killed with 

the sword; they went about in skins of 

sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-

treated—of whom the world was not 

worthy—wandering over deserts and 

mountains, and in dens and caves of the 

earth. And all these, though well attested 

by their faith, did not receive what was 

promised, since God had foreseen 

something better for us, that apart from 

us they should not be made perfect. 
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 الإنجيل
 )للَأحدِ الذي قَبْل عِيد المِيلاد : أَحد النسْبة( 

كِتابُ مهيهلادِ يسهوعَ الهمَهسهيهحِ ابْهنِ داودَ ابْهنِ إبهراههيهمَ. فهدبهراههيهمُ وَلَهدَ 
إسْحَقَ، وإسْحَقُ وَلَدَ يَعْقوبَ، ويَعْقوبُ وَلَهدَ يَهههوذا وإخْهوَتهَهُ. ويَهههوذا 
ولَدَ فارَصَ، وزارََ  مِنْ تَامَارَ، وفهارَصُ وَلَهدَ حَصْهرونَ، وحَصْهرونُ 
ينادابَ، وعَم ينادَابُ وَلَدَ نَحهشهونَ، ونَهحْهشهونُ  وَلَدَ أرامَ. وأرامُ وَلَدَ عَمِ 
وَلَدَ سَلْمُونَ. وسَلْمُونُ وَلَهدَ بُهوعَهزَ مِهنْ رَاحهابَ، وبُهوعَهزُ وَلَهدَ عُهوبهيهدَ 
ههى وَلَههدَ داودَ الههمههلههكَ. وداودُ  ههى، ويَسَّ مِههنْ راعههووَ، وعُههوبههيههدُ وَلههدَ يَسَّ
المَلِكُ وَلَدَ سُلَيْمانَ مِنَ التي كانَت لُأوريَّا. وسُهلَهيْهمهانُ ولهدَ رَحْهبَهعهامَ، 
ورَحْبَعامُ وَلَدَ أبِيَّا، وأبِهيَّها وَلَهدَ وسها. ووسها وَلَهدَ يهوشهافَهاطَ، وَيهوشهافهاطُ 
يها وَلَهدَ يهوثهامَ، ويهوثهامُ وَلَهدَ وحهازَ،  يا. وعُهزِ  وَلَدَ يُورامَ، ويورامُ وَلَدَ عُزِ 
هى وَلَهدَ ومهونَ، وومهونُ  هى، وَمَهنَهسَّ ووحازُ وَلَدَ حِزْقِيَّا. وحِزْقِيَّا وَلَدَ مَنَسَّ
وَلَدَ يوشِيَّا. ويوشِيَّا وَلَدَ يَهكُهنْهيَها وإخْهوَتهَهُ فهي جَهلاءِ بهابِهلَ. ومِهنْ بَهعْهدِ 
جَلاءِ بابِلَ، يَكُنْيَا وَلَدَ شَأَلْتِئيلَ، وشَأَلْتِئيلُ وَلَدَ زَرُبَّابِلَ. وَزَرُبَّابِهلُ وَلَهدَ 
أَبيههودَ، وأَبهيهههودُ ولهدَ أَلِهيهاقهيهمَ، وأَلِهيهاقِهيهمُ وَلَهدَ عهازورَ. وعهازورُ وَلَهدَ 
صههادوَ ، وصههادوُ  ولههدَ أخههيههمَ، وأخههيههمُ ولههدَ أَلههيهههههودَ. وأَلههيهههههودُ ولههد 
أَلِهعههازارَ، وأَلِهعههازارُ ولههدَ مَههتَّههانَ، ومَههتَّههانُ وَلَهدَ يَههعْهقههوبَ. ويَههعْهقههوبُ وَلَههدَ 
يوسُفَ رَجُلَ مريَمَ التي وُلِدَ مِنْها يسوعُ، الذي يُدعَى المَسيح. فَهكُهلُّ 
الأجْيالِ مِنْ إبْراهيمَ إلهى داودَ أرْبَهعَهةَ عَشَهرَ جهيهلًا، ومِهنْ داودَ إلهى 
جَلاءِ بابلَ أربَعَةَ عَشَرَ جيلًا، ومِنْ جلاءِ بابلَ إلى المهسهيهحِ أربَهعَهةَ 
عَشَرَ جيلًا. أمَّا مَولدُ يسوعَ المسيحِ فكانَ هَكَذا. لمَّا خُطِبَهتْ مَهريهمُ 
أُمُّهُ لِيوسُفَ، وُجِدَتْ مِن قَبلِ أنْ يَجتَمِعا حُبلَى مِنَ الهروِ  الهقُهدُسِ. 
يقاً، ولَمْ يُرِدْ أَنْ يُشْهِرَهها، هَهمَّ بِهتهَخهلِهيَهتِههها  وإذ كانَ يوسُفُ رَجُلُها صِدِ 
هرٌ فهي ذِلهكَ، إذا بِهمَهلاكِ الهرَّبِ  ظَههَهرَ لَههُ فهي  سِر اً. وفيما هُهوَ مُهتهَفَهكِ 
الحُلُمِ، قائِلًا: يا يوسُفُ ابنَ داوُدَ، لا تَخَفْ أنْ تَأخُذَ امْرأتَكَ مَهريَهمَ. 
فدنَّ المولودَ فِيها إنَّما هُوَ مِنَ الروِ  الهقُهدُسِ. وسَهتَهلِهدُ ابهنهاً فَهتهُسَهمِهي ههِ 
يَسوعَ، فَدنَّهُ هُوَ يُخَلِ صُ شَعبَهُ مِنْ خَطايَاهُهم. وكهانَ ههذا كُهلُّههُ لِهيَهتهمَّ 
ما قيلَ مِنَ الرَّبِ  بِالنَّبي  القائِلِ: ها إنَّ الهعَهذْراءَ تهَحْهبَهلُ، وتَهلِهدُ ابْهنهاً، 
ويُدعَى عِمَّانُوئيلَ )الذي تَفسِيرُاُ اُلله مَعَنا(. فلمَّا نَهَضَ يهوسُهفُ مِهنَ 
النومِ، صَنَعَ كما أَمَرَاُ مَلاكُ الرَّبِ. فأَخَذَ امرَأَتَهُ. ولَمْ يَعهرِفْههها حَهتَّهى 

 وَلَدَتِ ابنَها البِكرَ، وسَمَّااُ يَسوع.

The Gospel  

Matthew. (1:1-25) 

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of 

David, the son of Abraham.  Abraham was the father of 

Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father 

of Judah and his brothers, and Judah the father of Perez 

and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and 

Hezron the father of Aram, and Aram the father of 

Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and 

Nahshon the father of Salmon, and Salmon the father of 

Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, 

and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of 

David the king.  And David was the father of Solomon by 

the wife of Uriah, and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, 

and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father 

of Asa, and Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, and 

Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of 

Uzziah, and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the 

father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, and 

Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the 

father of Amon, and Amon the father of Josiah, and 

Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the 

time of the deportation to Babylon.  And after the 

deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of 

Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, and 

Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of 

Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, and Azor the 

father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and 

Achim the father of Eliud, and Eliud the father of Eleazar, 

and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father 

of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of 

Mary, of whom Jesus was born, Who is called Christ.  So 

all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen 

generations, and from David to the deportation to Babylon 

fourteen generations, and from the deportation to Babylon 

to the Christ were fourteen generations.  Now the birth of 

Jesus Christ took place in this way.  When His mother 

Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came 

together she was found to be with child of the Holy Spirit; 

and her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling 

to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.  But 

as he considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of 

David, do not fear to take Mary your wife, for that which is 

conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, 

and you shall call His Name Jesus, for He will save His 

people from their sins.”  All this took place to fulfill what 

the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, a virgin 

shall conceive and bear a son, and His Name shall be 

called Emmanuel” (which means, God with us).  When 

Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 

had commanded him; he took his wife, but knew her not 

until she had borne a son; and he called His Name Jesus. 
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Holy Bread of Oblation 
Sunday 12/24/2023 

 For the health and spiritual 

welfare of Salah and Soraya Wassef 
and family, especially Andrew on the 

occasion of his birthday. Offered by Salah 
and Soraya Wassef. 

 For the health and spiritual welfare of Fateh 

and Sonia Daya family. Offered by Fateh and 
Sonia Daya. 

 For the health and spiritual welfare of Suhel 

and Najwa Turjman and their family. 
Offered by Suhel and Nawja Turjman. 

 In loving memory of beloved Parents, 

George and Julia Abdenour, offered by 
George E. Abdenour.  

Happy Birthday 
 

Week of 12/23—12/30 

KHALIL MOUFARREJ 12/26  

HAIFA KHOURY 12/27  

ANDREW WASSEF 12/27  

DAVID ALFONSO 12/29  

WAJDY FAHEL 12/29  

Altar Vigil Candle 

(December) 

 Mouna Dahlan & Family, Mabardi Family. 

 Shamasseh Pat Nimer In Memory of 

+Archdeacon David Nimer. 

  In memory of Sean Nicholas O"Brien 

For the good health of the O'Brien 

and Hatem families.  

Epistle Readers 
Sunday, December 24, 2023 

 

 

SDN. ELIE BARDAWIL —  ENGLISH  

ZEINA BARDAWIL FARAH— ARABIC 

Special Coffee Hour  

The Special Coffee Hour for this 

Sunday, December 24, 2023, is 

sponsored by Fateh and Sonia 

Daya, for the health and welfare of their family. 

Date 

2023/24 

Holy Bread  

Offered by 

Coffee 

Hour 

December 24 

-Suhel and Najwa Turjman (Health) 

-Fateh & Sonia Daya (Health) 

-Salah and Soraya Wassef (Health) 

Fateh & 

Sonia Daya 

December 31 -Suhel and Najwa Turjman (Health)  Open 

January 7 
-Suhel and Najwa Turjman (Health) 

- George and Myrna Khouri (Health) 
 Open 

January 14 

-Tony and Hiam Nahas (Health) 

-Suhel and Najwa Turjman (Health) 

- George and Myrna Khouri (Health) 

Tony & 

Hiam Nahas 

January 21 

- Suhel and Najwa (Health) 

- Cathedral Council (Health) 

- George and Myrna Khouri (Health) 

Cathedral 

Council 

January 28 
- George & Widaa Khoury  (Memorial) 

- Suhel and Najwa (Health) 

George & 

Widaa Khoury  

(Memorial) 

The Holy Bread and Coffee Hour are ministries of the Antiochian Women. 

Please see the coordinator of these ministries, Mrs. Salma Zacur, to inquire 

on scheduling and requirements. 

St. George Prayer List 
Please Remember in your Prayers 

For Health 
For the Wellbeing Speedy Recovery 

Souad Nahas, Mouna and Laura Dahlan, Wadi, Maha, Nicholas, 

Nicole Mabardi, Shammaseh Pat Nimer and the Nimer & Ameen 

Families, Tabte, Jamal, and Mona Habib; Carol Bardawil, Laila 

Soufia; Dr. George Bikhazi, Najat Zacur, Haifa Khoury. 

For the Departed 

In the Hope of Resurrection 

+Archdeacon David Nimer, +Elias Ede, +Ernesto Carralero 

+Mary Bikhazi, +Donna Nimer, +George Chukrallah Habib, 

+Ibrahim Khoury, +Kareem Zakharia, +Sean Nicholas O›Brien, 

+Michael Dahlan, +Jorge Diab Zacur, +Maurice Bardawil ,  

+Emile Farah 
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Welcome 

Bishop Nicholas 

We welcome His Grace, Bishop Nicolas, on 
his esteemed archpastoral visit to our 
Cathedral as he presides over the services of 
the Feast of Nativity of Christ. We pray that 
our Lord grant him health, length of days, to 
rightly divide the word of truth. 

Thank you! 

Antiochian Women 

We express our deepest 

appreciation to our 

Antiochian Women for their 

dedication and hard work in 

preparing and organizing 

the bake sale. Your labor of 

love and continued 

commitment to our Cathedral is truly 

inspiring. May God bless you all, in His 

service. 

 Poinsettias 

Thank you to those who generously 

donated towards the Poinsettias used to 

adorn our church during the Nativity 

season services. May God bless you with 

health, salvation, and divine visitation, 

and may He grant eternal rest to your 

departed loved ones. Many thanks to: 

 Hafia Khoury, offering for the health of her 

family; and in loving memory of Subdeacon 

Hanna Khoury. 

 George Mayez Khoury, offering for the 

health of George, Wassem, Ghadeen Khoury; 

and in memory of Mayez and Josephine 

Khoury. 

Condolences 
The clergy and parishioners of St. George Cathedral 

extend their deepest condolences to Michel Nasr 

Sr., on the passing from this life to life eternal of his 

beloved aunt, Violette Banat of Jacksonville, FL. 

May our Lord God may grant His handmaiden 

Violette rest with the saints and eternal peace and 

to her family, consolation, and comfort. Memory 

Eternal. 

Thank you! 

Antiochian  

Many thanks to everyone who has contributed in support of 

our Advent humanitarian Drive. Your commitment to 

donating toys for the CHILDREN HOME SOCIETY is a beautiful 

expression of the faith and love of our community.  

We are grateful see the hard work and collaboration between 

our Sunday School and the Antiochian Women in supporting 

Donna's Angel Tree initiative. Your commitment and 

generosity is a true testament to the caring and 

compassionate heart of our Cathedral. 

May God bless you all for your kindness and generosity. 

Thank you! 

Many thanks to all who participated and 

contributed to the Saint George Cathedral Sunday 

School Annual Christmas Concert on December 17, 

2023. The event was a beautiful showcase of talent 

and dedication of our children and staff. Many 

thanks to all volunteers who made the concert a 

success, including Lama El-Haj, Noura Sofia, and 

Jackson King, along with the many others who 

assisted during the rehearsals. May God bless you 

all.  

Christmas Card 

Many thanks to all of those who contributed 

towards the 2023 Christmas card, in support 

of our Teen SOYO. May the light of the new 

born Child shine in your hearts and bless 

you always. 
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Cathedral Council: 

V. Rev. Archpriest Ayman Kfouf, Presiding Officer 
Andrea M. Abu-Akel, Chairlady 
Lama El Haj, Vice-Chairlady 
Jackie Barakat-Wanna, Secretary 
George M. Khoury, Treasurer 
Muazzi Hatem, Financial Secretary 
Sdn. Elie Bardawil, Member 
Zeina Bardawil Farah, Member 
Douglas Ede, Member 
Jamal Habib, Member 
Hannan Mounayyer, Member 
Diana O’Brien, Member 
Noura Soufia, Member 
Basel Zacur, Member 
Yamil Zacur, Member 
Tony Zammar, Member 
 
Council Stewardship Committee: 

Muazzi Hatem, Finance 
Douglas Ede, Legal 
Jamal Habib, Membership 
Lama Elhaj, Property Usage 
Yamil Zacur, Property Management 
Noura Soufia, Public Relations/Web Master 
Nasser Soufia, Vision and Development 

Brotherhood of the Noble Joseph: 
V. Rev. Archpriest Ayman Kfouf, Dean 
Sdn. Charles Khoury 
Sdn. Elie Bardawil 
Sdn. Sean Hatem 
Sdn. Louis Hatem 
Sdn. Hanna Soufia 
Acolytes (servers) 
Jackson King, Choir Director/Lead Chanter 
Dr. Don Shalhub, Chanter 
Yamil Zacur, Lead Usher 
All Choir Members and Ushers 
 
Orthodox Christian Arabic School 

Reem Yazji, Coordinator 
 
Council ex officio Members: 

Lama El Haj, Sunday School Principal 
Yola Hayek, Antiochian Women 
Hanna Soufia, Young Adult Fellowship 
Luke Hatem, SOYO 
Zeina B. Farah, Order of Saint Ignatius 
Tony Zammar, Antiochian Men 
 
Cathedral Office: 

Mrs. Elsa Herrmann, Office Secretary 
Mr. Frank Marco, Custodian 
 
SOYO Advisory Team: 

Hannan Mounayyer, Lead Advisor 
Said Elhaj, Advisor 

 
 
 
 
Office Hours 
Monday - Friday: 10:30 AM - 4:00 PM 
 

Cathedral Address 
St. George Antiochian Orthodox Cathedral   
320 Palermo Avenue   
Coral Gables, FL 33134 
 

Contact Numbers 
Cathedral Office: (305) 444-6541   
Fax: (305) 445-6530 
 

Contacts  

 
Email Contacts 
Father Ayman Kfouf: Dean@stgmiami.org 
General Inquiries: office@stgmiami.org 
Website Support: webmaster@stgmiami.org 
 

Worship Services 
Saturday: Great Vespers: 5:00 PM 
Confession: 4:30 PM - 5:00 PM  (or by ap-
pointment)   
 
 
Sunday:  Orthros: 9:15 AM  
Divine Liturgy: 10:30 AM 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastoral Care and Input 
For concerns, pastoral care, or to provide 
input, please reach out to:   
V. Rev. Archpriest Ayman Kfouf   
 
Telephone: (248) 565-5353   
Email: dean@stgmiami.org 
 

Stay Connected 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stgmiami 
Instagram: @StGMiami 
 

Cathedral website: www.stgmiami.org 

St. George Antiochian Orthodox Cathedral  
 

The Most Reverend Metropolitan SABA 
Primate of the Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese of North America  

 

The Right Reverend Bishop NICHOLAS 
Auxiliary Bishop of Miami and the Southeast 

 

V. Rev. Archpriest Ayman Kfouf 
Cathedral Dean 

mailto:office@stgmiami.org
mailto:webmaster@stgmiami.org
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