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Tone 2 Eothinon 5 

As we prepare our-

selves to receive 

Christ, born for our 

salvation, we often 

find ourselves con-

templating, "Where is 

Christ?" We look for 

Him in the magnifi-

cent liturgies and the 

rich theology. We 

seek His presence in 

the Church's holy services, rituals, and 

within the sacred pages of the Scrip-

tures. 

Yet, in our hearts, we must ask, “Where 

is Christ, truly?” 

The late Patriarch of Antioch, Ignatius IV, 

writes that Christ is often found where 

we least expect. He is not necessarily in 

our glamour or worldly glorification, nor is 

He confined to what society considers 

greatness. Christ transcends mere ritu-

als, rules, and human wisdom. 

Instead, Christ manifests in simple and 

humble hearts. The face of Christ is re-

flected in the eyes of the poor, the sick, 

and the marginalized—those often over-

looked or ignored by our society. He is 

present in the weary traveler, the strug-

gling neighbor, and the silent sufferer. 

Every day, in every face we encoun-

ter, we have an opportunity to meet 

Christ. 

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

WHERE IS CHRIST? 
Fr. Ayman Kfouf 

December 10, 2023  

Continued on page 5 
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RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION 

IN TONE TWO 

When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O 

Thou deathless and immortal One, then Thou didst 

destroy hell with Thy Godly power. And when Thou 

didst raise the dead from beneath the earth, all the 

powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O 

Christ, Thou giver of life, glory to Thee. 

 

APOLYTIKION OF SS. MENAS, EUGRAPHOS & 

HERMOGENES IN TONE EIGHT 

Since they had slain through their abstinence and 

struggles * the fiery ragings and fierce motions of 

the passions, * the staunch Martyrs of Christ God 

laid hold on the graces * to drive off the pains and 

illnesses of the sick * and work wonders both while 

living and after death. * Strange indeed is the 

miracle: * that these bare bones should pour forth * 

such overflowing streams of cures. * Glory be to 

our only God. 

 

TROPARION OF ST GEORGE 
IN TONE FOUR  

As the deliverer of captives and the protector 

of the poor, as the physician of the feeble and 

combatant of kings, holy champion and great 

martyr George, intercede with Christ our God 

to save our souls. 

 

KONTAKION OF PREPARATION OF CHRIST’S 

NATIVITY IN TONE THREE 

(**The original melody**) 

On this day the Virgin cometh to the cave to give 

birth to * God the Word ineffably, * Who was 

before all the ages. * Dance for joy, O earth, on 

hearing * the gladsome tidings; * with the Angels 

and the shepherds now glorify Him * Who is willing 

to be gazed on * as a young Child Who * before 

the ages is God. 

 أبوليتيكيون القيامة باللحنِ الثاني

عِنْدَما انْحَدَرْتَ إلى المَوْت، أيُّها الحَياةُ الذي لا 
يموت، حينئذٍ أمَتَّ الجَحيمَ بِبَرْقِ لاهوتِك. وعِنْدَما 
أقَمْتَ الأمْواتَ مِنْ تَحْتِ الثَّرى، صَرَخَ نَحْوَكَ جَميعُ 
ماوِيين: أيُّها المسيحُ الإله، مُعْطي الحَياةِ  القُوَّاتِ السَّ

 المَجْدُ لك.

أبوليتيكيون للقِدّيسِين مِيناس وارموجانِيس 
 وأفغرافس باللحنِ الثامِن

إنَّ شُهَداءَ المَسيحِ، إذْ أنَّهُمْ أمَاتُوا بالإمساكِ وَثَباتِ 
الأهواءِ المُحْرِقَةِ وَحَرَكاتِها، نالوا نِعْمَةً، ليَطْرُدوا أَسْقامَ 
المَرْضى، ويَصْنَعُوا العَجائِبَ فِي الحياةِ وبَعْدَ 
المَمَات. فبالحَقيقَةِ إنَّهُ لَعَجَبٌ مُسْتَغْرَبٌ أنَّ عِظاماً 

دَةً تُفيضُ الأشْفِيَة، فَالمَجْدُ لإلهِنا وَحْدَهُ.  مُجَرَّ

 طروبارية القديس جاورجيوس باللحنِ الرابع

بما أنك للمأسورين محرر ومعتق وللفقراء والمساكين 
عاضد وناصر وللمرضى طبيب وشاف وعن 
المؤمنين مكافح ومحارب أيها العظيم في الشهداء 
جاورجيوس اللابس تشفع إلى المسيح الإله في 

 خلاص نفوسنا.

 قِنداق تَقْدمَة المِيلاد باللحنِ الثَالث

اليومَ العَذْراءُ تَأْتي إلى المَغارَةِ لِتَلِدَ الكَلِمَةَ الذي قَبْلَ 
رُ ولا يُنْطَقُ بِها، فَافْرَحِي أيَّتُها  هُورِ، وِلادَةً لا تُفَسَّ الدُّ
دي مَعَ المَلائِكَةِ والرُّعاةِ،  المَسْكونَةُ إذا سَمِعْتِ، ومَجِ 
الذي سَيَظْهَرُ بِمَشيئَتِهِ طِفْلًا جَديداً وهُو إلهُنا الذي 

هُور.  قَبْلَ الدُّ
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 الرسالة
بّ. بَني الرَّ بّ. أَدَبَاً أدَّ تي وتَسْبِحَتِي الرَّ  قوَّ

سولِ إلى أهْلِ أَفَسُس.  فَصْلٌ مِنْ رِسالةِ القِدّيسِ بولُسَ الرَّ
وا فوي الورَّبِ  وفوي عِودَّةِ قُودْرَتِوهِ. إلوبَوسُووا سِولاَ  ِ   يا إخووةُ، تَوقَووَّ
الكامِلَ لِتَسْتَطيعوا أنْ تَقِفُوا ضِدَّ مَكايِدِ إبليوس. فوَّنَّ مُصوارَعَوتَونَوا 
لاطينِ، ضِودَّ  ئاساتِ، ضِدَّ السَّ ليْسَتْ ضِدَّ دَمٍ وَلَحْمٍ، بَلْ ضِدَّ الرِ 
ورِ  الوروحِويَّوةِ  هْرِ، ضِودَّ أجْونوادِ الشَّ وُلاةِ العالَمِ، عالَمِ ظُلْمَةِ هذا الدَّ
ومواوات. فولوذلِوكَ احْومِولووا سِولاَ  ِ  الوكوامِولِ لِوتَوسْوتوطويوعووا  في السَّ
ريرِ، حَت ى إذا تَمَّمْتُمْ كُولَّ شويءٍ تَوثْوبُوتوُون.  المقاومَةَ في اليومِ الش 
 . ، ولابِسويونَ دِرَْ  الوبِور  فاثبُوتوُوا إذَنْ مُومَونْوطِوقويون أحوقواءَكُوم بوالوحوقِ 
ولام. واحومِولُووا عَولاوةً عولوى  وأنعِلُوا أَقْدامَكُم باسْتِعْدادِ إنوجويولِ السَّ
كُلِ  ذلِكَ تُرْسَ الإيمانِ الذي بِهِ تَقْدِرون أنْ تُطْفِئُوا جميعَ سِوهوامِ 
يرِ الْمُلْتَهِبة. واتَخِذُوا خووذَةَ الوخولاصِ وسويورَ الوروِ  الوذي  الشِرِ 

 هو الكلمة. 

 الإنجيل
 )للأحَدِ العاشر من لوقا( 

في ذلكَ الزمانِ، كانَ يسوعُ يعلِّمُ في أحَدِ المجامِعِ يَوْمَ السبتبِ.. 
ٍٍ مُبنْبثُ اَبمبانبي ةَْ برَةَ سَبنَبةً، وكبانَبْ.  وإذا بِامْرأةٍ بِهَا روحُ مَبرَ
مُنْحَنِيَةً لا تَسْتَطيعُ أنْ تَنْتَصِبَ التَتَّةَ. فلَمَّا رَآهبا يَسبوعُ، دَةباهبا 
وقالَ لَهَا: إنَّكِ مُطْلَقَةٌ مِنْ مَرَضِكِ. وَوَضَبعَ يَبدَيْبعِ ةبلبيْبهَبا، وفبي 
بيبسُ البمَبجْبمَبعِ، وهُبوَ  ِِ .. فَبجَجبابَ رُ بدَ الحالِ اسْتَقامَْ.، ومَجَّ
تِْ.، وقالَ لِبلْبجَبمْبعِ: هِبيَ سِبتَّبةُ أَيّبامٍ  مُغْتاظٌ لإبْراءِ يسوعَ في السَّ
يَنْبَغِي العَمَلُ فبيبهبا. فَب بيبهبا تَبجْتبونَ وتَسْبتَبْ بُ بونَ، لا فبي يَبوْمِ 
بُّ وقالَ: يا مُراُِي! أليْسَ كُلُّ واحِدٍ مِنْكُمْ يَحُبلُّ  تِْ.. فَجَجابَ الرَّ السَّ
ُِ بِبعِ يَبيَبسْبقبيبعِ   تِْ. مِنَ الْبمِبثْوَدِ ويَبنْبطَبلِب اَوْرَهُ أَوْ حِمارَهُ في السَّ
يْطانُ مُنْثُ اَماني ةَْ برَةَ  وهَثِهِ، وهِيَ ابْنَةُ إبراهيمَ التي رَبَطَها ال َّ
َِ مِنْ هثا الرِّباطِ يومَ الستِْ.  ولَمَّا  سنَةً، أمَا كانَ يَنْبَغِي أنْ تُطْلَ
قالَ هثا، خَزِيَ كُلُّ مَنْ كانَ يقاوِمُعُ، وفَرِحَ الجَمْعُ بِجَميعِ الُأمبورِ 

 المَجيدَةِ التي كانَْ. تَصْدُرُ مِنْعُ. 

The Epistle 
The Lord is my strength and my song. With 

chastisement hath the Lord chastened me. 

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the 

Ephesians 

Brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the strength 

of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, that 

you may be able to stand against the wiles of the 

devil. For we are not contending against flesh and 

blood, but against the principalities, against the 

powers, against the world rulers of this present 

darkness, against the spiritual hosts of 

wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore, 

take the whole armor of God, that you may be 

able to withstand in the evil day, and having done 

all, to stand. Stand, therefore, having girded your 

loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate 

of righteousness, and having shod your feet with 

the equipment of the gospel of peace; besides all 

these, taking the shield of faith, with which you 

can quench all the flaming darts of the evil one. 

And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 

the Spirit, which is the word of God.   

The Gospel  
 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
St. Luke. (13:10-17) 

 
 

At that time, Jesus was teaching in one of the syna-

gogues on the Sabbath.  And there was a woman who 

had had a spirit of infirmity for eighteen years; she was 

bent over and could not fully straighten herself.  And 

when Jesus saw her, He called her and said to her, 

“Woman, you are freed from your infirmity.”  And He 

laid His hands upon her, and immediately she was 

made straight, and she praised God.  But the ruler of 

the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had healed 

on the Sabbath, said to the people, “There are six days 

on which work ought to be done; come on those days 

and be healed, and not on the Sabbath day.”  Then the 

Lord answered him, “You hypocrite!  Does not each of 

you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his ass from the 

manger, and lead it away to water it?  And ought not 

this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan 

bound for eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on 

the Sabbath day?”  As Jesus said this, all His adver-

saries were put to shame; and all the people rejoiced 

at all the glorious things that were done by Him.  
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Holy Bread of Oblation 
Sunday 12/10/2023 

   For the health and spiritual 
welfare of Michel and Mary Nasr and 
family, offered by Michel & Mary 

Nasr. 

 For the health and spiritual welfare of Michel 
and Yola Hayek and their family, offered by 
Michel & Mary Nasr. 

 For the health and spiritual welfare of Suhel 
and Najwa Turjman and their family. 

Happy Birthday 
Week of 12/10—12/16 

-  SHIRLEY HUSSON 12/9  

-  MICHAELA KHOURY 12/09  

-  CHRISTIAN GEORGES 12/11  

-  PHILIP NICHOLAS 12/12  

-  ELOISE BARDAWIL 12/13  

-  ANGEL MORALES -  ATALLAH 12/13  

-  JACOB ESPER 12/13  

-  EMMA NICHOLE SKAFF 12/13  

-  MARIA BARAKE 12/13  

-  NATALIE SKAF—12/16  

Altar Vigil Candle 

(December) 

 Mouna Dahlan & Family, Mabardi Family. 

 Shamasseh Pat Nimer In Memory of 

+Archdeacon David Nimer. 

  In memory of Sean Nicholas O"Brien 

For the good health of the O'Brien 

and Hatem families.  

Epistle Readers 
Sunday, December 10, 2023 

 

 

DR. WALEED SNEIJ—  ENGLISH  

ANTOINE NAHAS— ARABIC 

Special Coffee Hour 

The coffee hour for this Sunday, 

December 10, 2023, is sponsored 

by Michel and Mary Nasr for the 

health and spiritual welfare of the Nasr and 

Hayek families. 

Date 
2023 

Holy Bread  
Offered by 

Coffee 
Hour 

December 17 

-Suhel and Najwa Turjman (Health) 

-Sunday School Staff (Health) 

-Sdn. Elie, Theresa, Eloise, Eva & 
Carol Bardawil (Memorial & Health) 

The Order of 
St. Ignatius,   

luncheon 

December 24 
-Suhel and Najwa Turjman (Health) 

-Fateh & Sonia Daya (Health) 

Fateh & 
Sonia Daya 

December 31 -Suhel and Najwa Turjman (Health)  Open 

January 7 -Suhel and Najwa Turjman (Health)  Open 

January 14 
-Tony and Hiam Nahas (Health) 

-Suhel and Najwa Turjman (Health) 

Tony & 
Hiam Nahas 

January 21 
- Suhel and Najwa (Health) 

- Cathedral Council (Health) 

Cathedral 
Council 

January 28 
- George & Widaa Khoury  (Memorial) 

- Suhel and Najwa (Health) 

George & 
Widaa Khoury  

(Memorial) 

The Holy Bread and Coffee Hour are ministries of the Antiochian Women. 
Please see the coordinator of these ministries, Mrs. Salma Zacur, to inquire 

on scheduling and requirements. 

St. George Prayer List 

Please Remember in your Prayers 
 

For Health 
For the Wellbeing Speedy Recovery 

Souad Nahas, Mouna and Laura Dahlan, Wadi, Maha, Nicholas, 

Nicole Mabardi; Shammaseh Pat Nimer and the Nimer & 

Ameen Families; Tabte, Jamal, and Mona Habib; Carol 

Bardawil; Laila Soufia; Dr. George Bikhazi; Lillian Asha; Najat 

Zacur; Haifa Khoury. 

For the Departed 
In the Hope of Resurrection 

+Archdeacon David Nimer, +Elias Ede, +Ernesto Carralero 

+Mary Bikhazi, +Donna Nimer, +George Chukrallah Habib, 

+Ibrahim Khoury, +Kareem Zakharia, +Sean Nicholas O›Brien, 

+Michael Dahlan, +Jorge Diab Zacur, Ramez Hadeed 
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Christ is the ultimate revelation, making 

His presence known in the most unex-

pected moments and through the most 

unanticipated people. He is in the inno-

cence of a child’s laughter, in the lived 

wisdom on the face of the elderly, and in 

the quiet resilience of those who fight un-

seen battles.  

As we search for Christ, let us open our 

hearts to the possibility of encountering 

Him in every person we meet and in every 

situation we face. We should expect to 

find Christ in everyone we encounter: our 

fellow parishioners, family members, col-

leagues, and even strangers, regardless 

of our personal preferences or feelings to-

wards them. 

Our search for Christ is more than an 

idea; it's a real journey of finding Him in 

our daily interactions with others. Christ is 

lively present in our community, manifest-

ing Himself through the lives closely inter-

woven with ours and dwelling within the 

hearts that beat alongside our own. 

Let us pursue Christ with hearts full of hu-

mility and love, prepared to encounter Him 

in every moment of our lives and through 

every individual we meet as we navigate 

our daily routines. 

Where is Christ? He is not just in the gran-

diosity of our churches or the scholarly 

pages of theology. He is alive in the 

beating heart of our community, in the 

loving gestures of our neighbors, and 

in the tender compassion we extend to 

each other. He is in my heart and 

yours, guiding us towards His love and 

salvation. 

As we anticipate the Nativity of Christ, let 

us remember that our journey towards 

Him is a continuous path of discovery, 

love, and humble service to others, exem-

plifying the true spirit of Christ's birth in 

our world. 

Whenever we find ourselves contemplat-

ing, 'Where is Christ?', let us first seek 

Him within our own hearts and in the fac-

es of those around us. If we cannot dis-

cern His presence in these places, then 

there is no need to search further. It is 

within ourselves and through our interac-

tions with others that the presence of 

Christ is revealed. 

Continued from page 1—Dean’s Message 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1 

• AW Feast of St. 

Barbara Family 
Night. 
7:00 pm 

2 

3 
 

• 9:15 am Orthros 

• 10:30 am Divine Liturgy 

4 
 

St. Barbara 
& 

St. John the of 
Damascus 

Feast Day 

5 
 

St. Nicholas 
Evening Divine 
liturgy 7:00 PM 

6 
 

St.  Nicholas 

Feast Day 

7 
 

OSIA Social Outing 
and Meeting 
6:30 pm 

8 

 

• SOYO Movie 

Night & 
Cookies Bake 
7:00 pm 

9 
• AW Christmas Bake food 

prep 9:00 am 

10 
 

• 9:15 am Orthros 

• 10:30 Divine Liturgy 

11 12 
 
Parish Council 
Monthly Meeting 
6:30pm 

13 14 15 16 
• AW Christmas Bake food 

prep 9:00 am 

• Christmas Pageant  

Rehearsal 
10:30 am 

17 
 

• 9:15 am Orthros 

• 10:30 Divine Liturgy 

• Annual Christmas Concert 

• The Order of St. Ignatius,   
Luncheon 

18 
 

 

19 20 21 22 23 

24 
 

• 9:15 am Orthros 

• 10:30 Divine Liturgy 

• Christmas Orthros and 

Liturgy 5:30 pm  
 

25 
 
 

The Nativity of 
Our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus 
Christ 

26 27 
 

Sunday School 
Christmas Caroling  
10:00 am 

28 29 30 

31       

December 2023  

Calendar of  Events and Liturgical Services 

Christmas Poinsettias 
I would like to contribute towards the purchase of the Poinsettias for our Christmas Divine Liturgy on Decem-
ber 24-25, 2023. Please accept my freewill offering in the amount of: 

$ ________________ Amount 

 I will pick up blessed poinsettias after the Christmas Divine Liturgy.   Please keep poinsettia to beautify the church or share with others 

Name:————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 
 
 

In memory of:—————————————————–————————————–—————————–——————————–——— 
Please print 

For the health of:———————————————————————————————————————————————–————— 
Please print 

Please detach this form and return it to Fr. Ayman or our Head Usher 
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Cathedral Council: 

V. Rev. Archpriest Ayman Kfouf, Presiding Officer 
Andrea M. Abu-Akel, Chairlady 
Lama El Haj, Vice-Chairlady 
Jackie Barakat-Wanna, Secretary 
George M. Khoury, Treasurer 
Muazzi Hatem, Financial Secretary 
Sdn. Elie Bardawil, Member 
Zeina Bardawil Farah, Member 
Douglas Ede, Member 
Jamal Habib, Member 
Hannan Mounayyer, Member 
Diana O’Brien, Member 
Noura Soufia, Member 
Basel Zacur, Member 
Yamil Zacur, Member 
Tony Zammar, Member 
 
Council Stewardship Committee: 

Muazzi Hatem, Finance 
Douglas Ede, Legal 
Jamal Habib, Membership 
Lama Elhaj, Property Usage 
Yamil Zacur, Property Management 
Noura Soufia, Public Relations/Web Master 
Nasser Soufia, Vision and Development 

Brotherhood of the Noble Joseph: 
V. Rev. Archpriest Ayman Kfouf, Dean 
Sdn. Charles Khoury 
Sdn. Elie Bardawil 
Sdn. Sean Hatem 
Sdn. Louis Hatem 
Sdn. Hanna Soufia 
Acolytes (servers) 
Jackson King, Choir Director/Lead Chanter 
Dr. Don Shalhub, Chanter 
Yamil Zacur, Lead Usher 
All Choir Members and Ushers 
 
Orthodox Christian Arabic School 

Reem Yazji, Coordinator 
 
Council ex officio Members: 

Lama El Haj, Sunday School Principal 
Yola Hayek, Antiochian Women 
Hanna Soufia, Young Adult Fellowship 
Luke Hatem, SOYO 
Zeina B. Farah, Order of Saint Ignatius 
Tony Zammar, Antiochian Men 
 
Cathedral Office: 

Mrs. Elsa Herrmann, Office Secretary 
Mr. Frank Marco, Custodian 
 
SOYO Advisory Team: 

Hannan Mounayyer, Lead Advisor 
Said Elhaj, Advisor 

 
 
 
 
Office Hours 
Monday - Friday: 10:30 AM - 4:00 PM 
 

Cathedral Address 
St. George Antiochian Orthodox Cathedral   
320 Palermo Avenue   
Coral Gables, FL 33134 
 

Contact Numbers 
Cathedral Office: (305) 444-6541   
Fax: (305) 445-6530 
 

Contacts  

 
Email Contacts 
Father Ayman Kfouf: Dean@stgmiami.org 
General Inquiries: office@stgmiami.org 
Website Support: webmaster@stgmiami.org 
 

Worship Services 
Saturday: Great Vespers: 5:00 PM 
Confession: 4:30 PM - 5:00 PM  (or by ap-
pointment)   
 
 
Sunday:  Orthros: 9:15 AM  
Divine Liturgy: 10:30 AM 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastoral Care and Input 
For concerns, pastoral care, or to provide 
input, please reach out to:   
V. Rev. Archpriest Ayman Kfouf   
 
Telephone: (248) 565-5353   
Email: dean@stgmiami.org 
 

Stay Connected 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stgmiami 
Instagram: @StGMiami 
 

Cathedral website: www.stgmiami.org 

St. George Antiochian Orthodox Cathedral  
 

The Most Reverend Metropolitan SABA 
Primate of the Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese of North America  

 

The Right Reverend Bishop NICHOLAS 
Auxiliary Bishop of Miami and the Southeast 

 

V. Rev. Archpriest Ayman Kfouf 
Cathedral Dean 

mailto:office@stgmiami.org
mailto:webmaster@stgmiami.org
mailto:dean@stgmiami.org
http://www.facebook.com/stgmiami
mailto:@StGMiami
http://www.stgmiami.org/

